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I. INTRODUCTION 

This document constitutes the Opinion and Award of a Public Arbitration 
Panel designated by the New York State Public Employment Relations 
Board (PERB), pursuant to Civil Service Law Section 209.41 on July 17, 
2001. The petitioner is the Buffalo Police Benevolent Association, 
hereinafter referred to variously as "the PBA", "the Employees", "the 
Union", "the Officers" or "the Petitioner". The respondent is the City of 
Buffalo, New York, hereinafter referred to variously as "the Employer", "the 
City", "Buffalo", or "the Respondent." The PBA and the City were parties 
to a Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) the term of which expired on 
June 30, 2000. The parties entered into negotiations for a successor 
agreement on October 23, 2000 and following a number of unfruitful 
negotiating sessions, filed a joint Declaration of Impasse. On December 6, 
2000, PERB designated a mediator who conducted an unfruifil mediation 
session between the parties on January 12,2001. The parties determined that 
further mediation sessions were unlikely to be productive and the PBA 
petitioned for Compulsory Interest Arbitration on April 6 ,  2001. On July 17, 
2001, PERB, over the signature of Richard A. Curreri, Director of 
Conciliation designated the Public Arbitration Panel in this matter. The 
panel's jurisdiction is for two contract years; namely, July 1, 2000 through 
June 30, 2001 which is referred to hereinafter as "Year 1" or "the first year" 
and July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002 which is referred to hereinafter as 


























































































































